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Many voters are weary about a Biden-Trump rematch in 2024. 
Third parties hope they can fill the gap 


A “Vote” sign is seen on the University of Texas campus, Nov. 6, 2023, in Austin, Texas. 
(AP Photo/Eric Gay, File) 


By Jonathan J. Cooper 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — The 2024 
presidential election is draw- 
ing an unusually robust field 
of independent, third party 
and long shot candidates 
hoping to capitalize on 
Americans’ ambivalence 
and frustration over a likely 
rematch between Demo- 
crat Joe Biden and Repub- 
lican Donald Trump. 
Those looking to blaze a new 
path to the White House 
range from members of 
Congress to a prominent 
academic and a scion of 
one of the county’s most 
prominent political families. 
Their odds are exceedingly 
long. George Washington 
was the only person to win 
the presidency without a 
party affiliation. An incum- 
bent hasn’t lost his party’s 
presidential 
nomination 
since Democrats passed 
over Franklin Pierce in 1856. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Many voters are weary about a Biden-Trump rematch in 2024. 
Third parties hope they can fill the gap 


Continued from Front 


Abraham Lincoln’s election 
in 1860 marked the last time 
someone from a new party 
— in his case, the Republi- 
can Party — won the White 
House. 
But with the United States 
deeply divided and some- 
what anxious about the pros- 
pect of another Biden-Trump 
campaign, third party candi- 


dates insist voters are restless 
enough to defy history. 
“This is really fertile ground 
now for independent poli- 
tics,” Jill Stein, the Green 
Party nominee in 2012 and 
2016, said in an interview. 
“There’s so much hunger for 
a principled politics, a politics 
of integrity, and for options 
outside of the two zombie 
candidates that are being 
forced down our throats, 


and the two zombie politi- 
cal parties.” 
Little-known candidates with 
no chance of victory run 
every year and sometimes 
piece 
together 
enough 
votes to make a difference 
in close races, even if they 
don’t win. But the activity this 
fall has been notable. 
Stein, a physician and en- 
vironmental 
activist, 
an- 
nounced this month that 


she will make her third bid 
for the presidency in 2024, 
reversing course from her 
earlier decision to remain 
on the sidelines next year 
and support Cornel West, 
a scholar and progressive 
activist with a loyal following 
on the left. West announced 
last month that he no longer 
was running under the Green 
Party banner, but as an in- 
dependent. 
Stein said she has felt dissatis- 
faction with the major parties 
growing steadily since her 
first presidential campaign 
and “it’s off the charts now.” 
Seventy-five 
percent 
of 
Americans think Biden should 
not run for president again, 
and 69% think Trump should 
not, according to an August 
poll from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. Both men 
are underwater with their 
approval ratings, meaning 
more Americans view them 
unfavorably than favorably. 
Americans think Biden, 81, is 
too old and they are divid- 
ed about criminal charges 
against Trump, 77, who has 
been indicted four times and 
is facing trial next year. 
Nearly 80% said Biden is too 
old to be effective for four 
more years. About half of 
Americans approved of the 
Justice Department indict- 
ing Trump over his efforts to 
remain in office after losing 
the 2020 election to Biden. 


Conscious of their candi- 
dates’ middling approval 
ratings, Democrats and Re- 
publicans are watching the 
third-party campaigns with 
wariness. 
Many Democrats blame 
Stein for Trump’s victory over 
Democrat Hillary Clinton in 
2016. Stein won 1.5 million 
votes as Trump defeated 
Clinton by the slimmest of 
margins in a few swing states. 
Democrats 
assume 
that 
many of voters supporting 
a progressive environmen- 
tal activist would likely have 
chosen Clinton if forced to 
choose between the major 
parties. 
Stein takes umbrage at the 
suggestion that votes can 
be “stolen” from the major 
parties. 
Meanwhile, a little-known 
Minnesota 
congressman 
is challenging Biden in the 
Democratic primary. Rep. 
Dean Phillips of Minnesota 
says Democrats are sleep- 
walking into disaster with 
their march toward renomi- 
nating an unpopular presi- 
dent who is the oldest person 
to hold the office. 
“I’m just saying the quiet 
part out loud,” Phillips said 
in an interview in South 
Carolina. “Everybody else is 
still staying in line, shushing 
up, sitting down and doing 
what you do to make sure 
you get the money for your 
next election.”q 


Democratic presidential candidate Rep. Dean Phillips, D-Minn, 
during a campaign stop, Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, in Manchester, 
N.H. 
(AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File) 
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Flight data recorder recovered from US Navy plane that overshot 
the runway near Honolulu 


Associated Press 
KANEOHE, Hawaii (AP) — 
The flight data recorder 
of a large U.S. Navy plane 
that overshot a runway 
and ended up in the water 
near Honolulu this week has 
been recovered as the mili- 
tary continues to plan for 
the aircraft’s removal. 
The Navy’s Aircraft Mis- 
hap Board is investigating 
on scene at Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii in Kaneohe 
Bay, trying to determine 
the cause of the accident 
and any contributing fac- 
tors, the Navy said Friday in 
a statement. 
Sailors from a mobile diving 
and salvage unit retrieved 
the data recorder Thursday 
and conducted a hydro- 
graphic survey to assess 
the P-8A plane's structural 
integrity. 
The survey also assessed 
the coral and marine envi- 
ronment around the plane, 
which will aid them in mini- 


mizing impact during its re- 
moval, the Navy said. 
Kaneohe 
Bay 
residents 
have expressed concerns 
about possible coral reef 
damage and other poten- 


tial harm from fuel or oth- 
er chemicals in the area, 
which is about 1.5 miles (2.4 
kilometers) from an ancient 
fishing point. 
The Navy said it has put pri- 


mary and secondary con- 
tainment booms around 
the airplane, along with 
other absorbent materials. 
Specially trained personnel 
are monitoring the area 24 


hours a day. 
There were no injuries to the 
nine people aboard the 
plane during Monday's ac- 
cident at the base, which is 
located about 10 miles (16 
kilometers) from Honolulu 
on Oahu. 
The P-8A is often used to 
hunt for submarines and for 
reconnaissance and intelli- 
gence gathering. It is man- 
ufactured by Boeing and 
shares many parts with the 
737 commercial jet. 
The plane belongs to the 
Skinny Dragons of Patrol 
Squadron 4, stationed at 
Whidbey Island in Wash- 
ington state. Patrol squad- 
rons were once based at 
Kaneohe Bay but now de- 
ploy to Hawaii on a rotating 
basis. 
Another crew from Wash- 
ington state, the VP-40 
Fighting 
Marlins, 
arrived 
Thursday to assume home- 
land defense coverage, 
the Navy said.q 


A downed U.S. Navy aircraft is seen in Kaneohe Bay, Monday, Nov. 20, 2023, in Kaneohe, Hawaii. 
(Jamm Aquino/Honolulu Star-Advertiser via AP, File) 


Derek Chauvin's family has received no updates after prison 
stabbing, attorney says 


By Michael R. Sisak and Tri- 
sha Ahmed 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An at- 
torney for Derek Chauvin, 
the 
former 
Minneapolis 
police officer convicted 
of 
murdering 
George 
Floyd, said Saturday that 
Chauvin's family has been 
kept in the dark by federal 
prison officials after he was 
stabbed in prison. 
The lawyer, Gregory M. Er- 
ickson, slammed the lack 
of transparency by the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 
a day after his client was 
stabbed on Friday by an- 
other inmate at the Fed- 
eral Correctional Institution 
in Tucson, Arizona, a prison 
that has been plagued by 
security lapses and staffing 
shortages. 
A person familiar with the 
matter told The Associ- 
ated Press on Friday that 
Chauvin was seriously in- 
jured in the stabbing. The 
person spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause they were not au- 


thorized to publicly discuss 
the attack. On Saturday, 
Brian Evans, a spokesper- 
son for the Minnesota attor- 
ney general’s office, said: 
“We have heard that he is 
expected to survive.” 
Erickson said Chauvin's fam- 
ily and his attorneys have 
hit a wall trying to obtain 
information about the at- 
tack from Bureau of Prisons 
officials. He said Chauvin's 
family has been forced to 
assume he is in stable con- 
dition, based only on news 
accounts, and has been 
contacting the prison re- 
peatedly seeking updates 
but have been provided 
with no information. 
“As an outsider, I view this 
lack 
of 
communication 
with his attorneys and fam- 
ily members as completely 
outrageous,” Erickson said 
in a statement to the AP. “It 
appears to be indicative of 
a poorly run facility and in- 
dicates how Derek’s assault 
was allowed to happen.” 
Erickson's comments high- 
light concerns raised for 


years that federal prison of- 
ficials provide little to no in- 
formation to the loved ones 
of 
incarcerated 
people 
who are seriously injured or 
ill in federal custody. The AP 
has previously reported the 
Bureau of Prisons ignored 
its internal guidelines and 
failed to notify the families 
of inmates who were seri- 
ously ill with COVID-19 as 
the virus raged through 
federal prisons across the 
U.S. The issue around fam- 
ily notification has also 
prompted federal legisla- 
tion introduced last year in 
the U.S. Senate that would 
require the Justice Depart- 
ment to establish guidelines 
for the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons and state correc- 
tional systems to notify the 
families 
of 
incarcerated 
people if their loved one 
has a serious illness, a life- 
threatening injury or if they 
die behind bars. 
“How the family members 
who are in charge of Der- 
ek’s decisions regarding his 
personal medical care and 


his 
emergency 
contact 
were not informed after his 
stabbing further indicates 
the institution’s poor pro- 
cedures and lack of insti- 
tutional control,” Erickson 
said of the prison. 
A spokesperson for the Bu- 
reau of Prisons did not im- 
mediately respond to a 
request for comment Satur- 
day evening. The Bureau of 


Prisons has only confirmed 
an assault at the Arizona 
facility and said employ- 
ees performed “life-saving 
measures” before the in- 
mate was taken to a hos- 
pital for further treatment 
and evaluation. The Bureau 
of Prisons did not name the 
victim or provide a medi- 
cal status “for privacy and 
safety reasons.” q 


In this image taken from video, former Minneapolis police 
Officer Derek Chauvin addresses the court at the Hennepin 
County Courthouse, June 25, 2021, in Minneapolis. 
(Court TV via AP, Pool, File) 
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Republicans want to pair border security with aid for Ukraine. 
Here's why that makes a deal so tough 


By Mary Jalonick and 
Stephen Groves 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 
Congress returns to ses- 
sion this week, lawmakers 
will be trying to forge an 
agreement on sending a 
new round of wartime as- 
sistance to Ukraine. But to 
succeed, they will have to 
find agreement on an issue 
that has confounded them 
for decades. 
Republicans in both cham- 
bers 
of 
Congress 
have 
made clear that they will 
not support additional aid 
for Ukraine unless it is paired 
with border security mea- 
sures to help manage the 
influx of migrants at the U.S.- 
Mexico border. Their de- 
mand has injected one of 
the most contentious issues 
in American politics into a 
foreign policy debate that 
was already difficult. 
Time is short for a deal. 
A small, bipartisan group 
in the Senate is taking the 
lead and working to find 
a narrow compromise that 
can overcome a likely fili- 
buster by winning 60 votes. 
But even if they can reach 
a modest agreement, there 
is no guarantee it would 
pass the House, where Re- 
publicans are insisting on 
wholesale changes to U.S. 
border 
and 
immigration 
policies. 
after 
illegal 
crossings 
topped a daily average of 
more than 8,000 earlier this 
fall. President Joe Biden, 
who is running for reelec- 
tion next year, has faced 
pressure even from fellow 
Democrats over the mi- 
grant flow. 
No matter what, finding 
compromise will be ex- 
ceedingly difficult. As they 
left for Thanksgiving break, 
Senate 
negotiators 
said 
they were still far apart. 
A look at some of the issues 
under discussion and why 
they have proved so diffi- 
cult to resolve: 
Asylum and humanitarian 
parole 
Changing the asylum sys- 
tem for migrants is a top 
priority 
for 
Republicans. 
They want to make it more 
difficult for asylum-seekers 
to prove in initial interviews 


that they have a credible 
fear of political, religious or 
racial persecution in their 
home country before ad- 
vancing toward asylum in 
the United States. 
Republicans in the House 
have 
passed 
legislation 
that would detain families 
at the border, require mi- 
grants to make the asylum 
claim at an official port 
of entry and either detain 
them or require them to re- 
main outside the U.S. while 
their case is processed. 
U.S. and international law 
give migrants the right to 
seek safety from persecu- 
tion, but the number of 
people applying for asylum 
in the U.S. has reached his- 
toric highs. Critics say many 
people take advantage of 
the system to live and work 
in the U.S. while they wait 
for their asylum claims to be 
processed in court. 
Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sine- 
ma, an independent who 
is part of the Senate nego- 
tiations, said in an Arizona 
radio interview that one of 
lawmakers' goals is to en- 
sure that “those who are 
here seeking asylum have 
an actual claim to asylum.” 
Compromise is far from cer- 
tain. Many Democrats are 
wary of making it harder to 
flee persecution, and the 
details of each policy shift 
are contentious. 


Hardline conservatives in 
the House, already unlikely 
to support further Ukraine 
aid, have also signaled 
they won't accept poli- 
cy changes that deviate 
much from a bill passed in 
May that would have re- 
made the U.S. immigration 
system. Their stance means 
at least some support from 
House Democrats will be 
needed to pass any agree- 
ment — no easy task. 
Some progressives have 
already said they will op- 
pose any Republican-led 
changes 
to 
immigration 
policy. 
“The cruel, inhumane, and 
unworkable solutions of- 
fered by Republicans will 
only create more disor- 
der and confusion at the 
border,” said Democratic 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal of 
Washington, chair of the 
Congressional Progressive 
Caucus. 
Infrastructure and enforce- 
ment 
Lawmakers 
may 
find 
it 
easier to reach consensus 
on other areas of border 
policy, particularly when it 
comes to border staffing 
and enforcement. 
Negotiators have looked at 
steps that could be taken 
to reinforce existing infra- 
structure at the border, 
including hiring and boost- 
ing pay for border patrol 


officers 
and 
improving 
technology. One proposal 
advanced by a bipartisan 
group of senators would 
call for hiring of more bor- 
der patrol agents, raising 
their pay and ensuring they 
receive overtime. 
Biden has shown a willing- 
ness to accept tougher 
enforcement 
measures, 
recently resuming depor- 
tation of migrants to Ven- 
ezuela and waiving fed- 
eral laws to allow for the 
construction of border wall 
that began under then- 
President Donald Trump. 
The White House also wants 
to install new imaging tech- 
nology at ports of entry that 
would allow authorities to 
quickly scan vehicles for il- 
legal imports, including fen- 
tanyl. 
Republicans say that is not 
enough. They want more 
robust improvements, in- 
cluding more expansive 
construction of a border 
wall. 
What Biden is asking for 
Biden's emergency request 
to Congress included aid 
for Ukraine, Israel and other 
U.S. allies, along with $14 
billion to bolster the immi- 
gration system and border 
security. Money would go 
toward hiring more border 
patrol 
agents, 
immigra- 
tion judges and asylum 
officers. It's part of Biden's 


strategy of trying to simul- 
taneously turn away from 
Trump's hard-line policies 
but adapt to the realities of 
crossings at the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 
Still, polls indicate wide- 
spread 
frustration 
with 
Biden’s handling of immi- 
gration and the border, 
creating a political vulner- 
ability as he seeks reelec- 
tion. 
Homeland 
Security 
Secretary Alejandro May- 
orkas told the Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee this 
month that the administra- 
tion has been faced with a 
“global phenomenon” of 
displaced people migrat- 
ing in numbers that have 
not been seen since World 
War II. 
“It is unanimous that our 
broken immigration system 
is in dire need of reform,” 
Mayorkas said. 
Democrats have other im- 
migration priorities, such as 
expanding legal immigra- 
tion pathways or work au- 
thorizations for migrants al- 
ready in the U.S. Democrats 
have also warned about 
the danger of delaying aid 
to Ukraine as it enters an- 
other winter of war against 
Russia. 
Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin, the 
second-ranking Democrat 
in the Senate, said it's a mis- 
take to create a situation 
where "we have to do sig- 
nificant immigration reform 
in the next few weeks or we 
won’t send money to as- 
sist the people in Ukraine or 
other causes important to 
our national security.” 
Republicans have so far 
been adamant about the 
need to address Ukraine 
and the border at the same 
time. 
What's likely not on the ta- 
ble 
Lawmakers seem unlikely to 
address one of the nation's 
long-standing immigration 
issues: granting some form 
of permanent legal status 
to thousands of immigrants 
who were brought to the 
U.S. illegally as children. Re- 
publicans have made clear 
that will not be addressed 
in this package, which they 
want to be more narrowly 
focused on border security 
measures.q 


A group of people, including many from China, walk along the wall after crossing the border with 
Mexico to seek asylum, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023, near Jacumba, Calif. 
(AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File) 
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Ecuador's newly sworn-in president repeals guidelines allowing 
people to carry limited drug amounts 


Associated Press 
QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — Less 
than 48 hours into his term, 
Ecuador President Daniel 
Noboa on Friday repealed 
controversial guidelines es- 
tablished by the country’s 
left a decade ago that 
eliminated 
penalties 
for 
people found carrying il- 
legal drugs under certain 
amounts. 
Noboa’s decision fulfilled 
a campaign promise to 
fight drug trafficking. Con- 
sequences of the illegal 
trade, particularly cocaine, 
have kept Ecuadorians on 
edge as killings, kidnap- 
pings, robberies, extortion 
and other crimes reached 
unprecedented levels. 
A statement from Noboa’s 
office 
announcing 
the 
move argued that the old 
guidelines 
“encouraged 
micro-trafficking” 
and 
characterized them as a 
“harmful element for Ec- 
uadorian society.” Noboa 
also directed the ministries 
of interior and public health 
to develop “coordinated 
information, 
prevention 
and control programs on 
the consumption of narcot- 
ic and psychotropic sub- 
stances” and to offer treat- 
ment and rehabilitation to 


“habitual and problematic 
occasional users.” 
The guidelines were adopt- 
ed in 2013 during the presi- 
dency of Rafael Correa 
under the argument that il- 
legal drug use was a public 
health problem and users 
should not be sent to pris- 
on. The quantities used in 
the guidelines attempted 
to differentiate drug con- 


sumption from drug traf- 
ficking. Under the param- 
eters, an individual could 
carry for personal use up 
to 10 grams of marijuana, 
2 grams of cocaine paste, 
1 gram of cocaine, 0.10 
grams of heroin and 0.04 
grams of amphetamine. 
The guidelines were highly 
criticized from the start by 
Ecuador’s right, and in gen- 


eral, the country’s conser- 
vative society. 
It remained unclear how 
Noboa’s decision will be 
implemented. His prede- 
cessor, President Guillermo 
Lasso, announced in Janu- 
ary 2021 his own decision 
to eliminate the param- 
eters, arguing that they af- 
fected “young people and 
children,” but it was never 


implemented. 
In addition, a ruling from 
Ecuador’s 
Constitutional 
Court orders judges to dis- 
tinguish between consum- 
ers and traffickers when 
determining possible pun- 
ishments. 
Without 
the 
guidelines, however, it is 
unclear how they will make 
the distinction. Noboa was 
sworn in to office Thursday 
after defeating Luisa Gon- 
zalez, a Correa mentee, 
in a runoff election Oct. 
15. His term will run only 
through May 2025, which 
is what remained of Lasso’s 
tenure. Lasso cut his term 
short when he dissolved the 
National Assembly in May 
as lawmakers pursued im- 
peachment 
proceedings 
against him. 
Under Lasso’s watch, vio- 
lent deaths in Ecuador 
soared, reaching a record 
4,600 in 2022, which was 
double the number from 
the year before. 
The spike in violence is tied 
to the trafficking of cocaine 
produced in neighboring 
Colombia and Peru. Mexi- 
can, Colombian and Bal- 
kan cartels have set down 
roots in Ecuador and oper- 
ate with assistance from lo- 
cal criminal gangs.q 


National Assembly President Henry Kronfle places the presidential sash on President Daniel Noboa 
after he was sworn-in as the country's new president, during his inauguration ceremony at the 
National Assembly, in Quito, Ecuador, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Juan Diego Montenegro) 


Lawyer for Italian student arrested in ex-girlfriend's slaying says 
he's disoriented, had psych exam 


Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — An Italian 
man who was extradited 
from Germany for the kid- 
napping and slaying of his 
former girlfriend hasn't yet 
spoken about the “merits” 
of the accusations and will 
appear before a judge on 
Tuesday, his lawyer said. 
The hearing before the 
judge to decide whether 
Filippo Turetta should stay 
jailed while the investiga- 
tion proceeds will be his 
first occasion to formally re- 
spond to prosecutors' alle- 
gations that he kidnapped 
and killed Giulia Cecchittin, 
whose disappearance and 
slaying gripped Italy and 
fed demands for action to 
stop violence against wom- 
en. 


Turetta, 
21, 
was 
flown 
aboard an Italian air force 
plane on Saturday from 
Germany to Italy. He had 
been held for several days 
in a German jail after he 
was found by police a week 
earlier in his car, out of gas 
and parked on an emer- 
gency shoulder of a Ger- 
man highway after days of 
an international search. 
“He's very, very tried” 
and “disoriented,'' lawyer 
Giovanni Caruso told re- 
porters on Saturday eve- 
ning after visiting Turetta 
in a Verona jail. Asked if 
Turetta had spoken about 
the allegations, the lawyer 
replied: ”We didn't enter 
into the merits" of the case. 
Asked about any com- 
ments the defendant made 


about the case, Caruso re- 
plied: “The young man said 
essentially nothing.” 
Caruso said his client un- 
derwent a psychological 
evaluation to see if there is 
“risk of self-harm.” 
There was no answer Sun- 
day at Caruso's law office. 
The lawyer said that Turetta 
would have an opportunity 
to read prosecutors' docu- 
ments about the cases be- 
fore the hearing Tuesday. 
Under Italian law, a hear- 
ing before a judge must be 
held within a few days of 
a jailing to see if there are 
conditions to continue to 
detain a suspect, such as 
flight risk or the possibility of 
tampering with evidence. 
Cecchettin, 
22, 
disap- 
peared 
after 
meeting 


Turetta for a burger in a 
shopping mall in northern 
Italy on Nov. 11. Her body 
was found a week later in 
a ditch near a lake in a re- 
mote area in the foothills 


of the Alps, and a medical 
examiner noted that there 
were 26 stab wounds and 
injuries indicating that she 
had tried to ward off the 
blows.q 


A woman shows a photo of Giulia Cecchettin, allegedly 
killed by ex-boyfriend, on the occasion of International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence against Women, in Milan, Italy, 
Saturday, Nov.25, 2023. 
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Curfew in Sierra Leone after gunmen attacked the main military 
barracks and detention centers 


By Kemo Cham and 
Chinedu Asadu 
Associated Press 
FREETOWN, 
Sierra 
Leone 
(AP) — Sierra Leone’s presi- 
dent declared a nation- 
wide curfew Sunday after 
gunmen attacked the mili- 
tary's main and largest bar- 
racks in the West African 
nation's capital and then 
overran detention centers, 
including a major prison. 
The attack raised fears of a 
breakdown of order amid 
a surge of coups in the re- 
gion. 
The detention centers, in- 
cluding 
the 
Pademba 
Road Prisons — holding 
more than 2,000 inmates 
— were attacked just as 
security forces fought to re- 
store calm during sustained 
shootouts at the Wilber- 
force military barracks, ac- 
cording to Information Min- 
ister Chernor Bah. 
“The prisons were overrun 
(and) some prisoners were 
abducted by the assailants 
while many others were re- 
leased,” Bah said. Security 
forces managed to “push 
back” the assailants to the 
outskirts of the city where 
fighting continues, he add- 
ed. 
Sierra 
Leone’s 
President 
Julius Maada Bio earlier 


declared 
a 
nationwide 
curfew in response to the 
attacks. 
An Associated Press jour- 
nalist in the capital said that 
gunshots were still heard in 
the city hours after the gov- 
ernment assured residents 
of calm, although it wasn’t 
clear who was behind the 
exchange of fire, nor if any 
arrests were made. 
“The security forces are 
making progress in the op- 


eration to defeat and ap- 
prehend those responsible 
for today’s attacks,” Bah 
said. “The government re- 
mains in control and on top 
of the situation.” 
The 
president 
and 
the 
country's Ministry of Infor- 
mation and Education also 
both said that the govern- 
ment and security forces 
are in control of the situa- 
tion, trying to dismiss fears 
of a possible escalation 


of violence in the coun- 
try whose population of 8 
million people is among 
the poorest in the world, 
having some of the lowest 
scores on the U.N. Human 
Development Index. 
No details were immediate- 
ly given about the gunmen 
or the reason for the at- 
tack, which comes months 
after Bio was reelected for 
a second term in a disput- 
ed vote in which the main 


opposition party accused 
the electoral commission 
of rigging the results. 
Videos 
posted 
online 
showed soldiers patrolling 
Freetown's empty streets 
and captured the loud 
blasts of gunshots at dawn. 
The AP couldn't immedi- 
ately verify the authenticity 
of the videos. 
West Africa's regional eco- 
nomic bloc ECOWAS — of 
which Sierra Leone is a 
member — described the 
incident as a plot “to ac- 
quire arms and disturb the 
peace and constitutional 
order” in the country. The 
bloc has in recent months 
tried to reverse the surge in 
coups in West and Central 
Africa, which has record- 
ed eight military takeovers 
since 2020, the latest in Ni- 
ger and Gabon this year. 
“ECOWAS reiterates its zero 
tolerance for unconstitu- 
tional change of govern- 
ment,” the bloc said in a 
statement. 
Bio was reelected in Sierra 
Leone’s fifth presidential 
election since the end of 
a brutal 11-year civil war 
— more than two decades 
ago — which left tens of 
thousands of people dead 
and destroyed the coun- 
try’s economy.q 


Julius Maada Bio, President of Sierra Leone, speaks at the start of the Transforming Education 
Summit at United Nations headquarters, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022. 
(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File) 


Attackers seize an Israel-linked tanker 
off Yemen in a third such assault during 
Israel-Hamas war 


By Jon Gambrell 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates 
(AP) 
— 
Attackers 
seized a tanker linked to Is- 
rael off the coast of Yemen 
on Sunday, authorities said. 
While no group immediate- 


ly claimed responsibility, it 
comes as at least two other 
maritime attacks in recent 
days have been linked to 
the Israel-Hamas war. 
The attackers seized the 
Liberian-flagged 
Central 
Park, managed by Zodiac 


Maritime, in the Gulf of 
Aden, the company and 
private 
intelligence 
firm 
Ambrey said. An American 
defense official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss intelligence mat- 
ters, also confirmed to The 
Associated Press that the 
attack took place. 
Zodiac called the seizure 
“a suspected piracy inci- 
dent.” 
“Our priority is the safety 
of our 22 crew onboard,” 
Zodiac said in a statement. 
“The Turkish-captained ves- 
sel has a multinational crew 
consisting of a crew of Rus- 
sian, Vietnamese, Bulgar- 
ian, Indian, Georgian and 


Filipino nationals. The vessel 
is carrying a full cargo of 
phosphoric acid.” 
Zodiac described the ves- 
sel as being owned by 
Clumvez 
Shipping 
Inc., 
though other records di- 
rectly linked Zodiac as the 
owner. London-based Zodi- 
ac Maritime is part of Israeli 
billionaire Eyal Ofer’s Zodi- 
ac Group. British corporate 
records listed two men with 
the last name Ofer as a cur- 
rent and former director of 
Clumvez Shipping, includ- 
ing Daniel Guy Ofer, who 
is also a director at Zodiac 
Maritime. 
It wasn't immediately clear 
who was behind the at- 


tack. Nearby Aden is held 
by forces allied to Yemen's 
internationally recognized 
government and a Sau- 
di-led coalition that has 
battled Yemen's Iranian- 
backed Houthi rebels for 
years. 
That part of the Gulf of 
Aden in theory is under the 
control of those forces and 
is fairly distant from Houthi- 
controlled territory in the 
country. Somali pirates also 
are not known to operate 
in that area. 
The U.S. defense official 
said that it appeared “an 
unknown number of un- 
identified armed individu- 
als” seized the ship. q 


In an undated photo released by Zodiac Maritime, the tanker 
Central Park is seen. Attackers seized the tanker linked to 
Israel off the coast of Aden, Yemen, on Sunday, Nov. 26, 2023, 
authorities said. 
(Zodiac Maritime via AP) 
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Article by: Etnia Nativa 


Etnia Nativa is close to the high rise hotels 


Whatsapp us +297 592 2702 and book 
your Aruban exprerience 


EpisodeLXXVIII-78 Corn in the native Aruban diet 


ORANJESTAD — Zea mays, 
corn, maize, or " maish 
grandi" which stands for 
big corn in Papiamento, 
is an annual plant or a 
Gramineae, a large and 
nearly 
ubiquitous 
fam- 
ily of monocotyledonous 
flowering plants known as 
grasses(grass family).They 
are genetically created by 
Central America natives 
and have become one of 
the top three cereal crops 
grown in the world, along 
with rice (Oryza sativa) and 
wheat (Triticum spp.). With 
2010 global commercial 
production of dried corn 
totaling 844.4 million metric 
tons, harvested from 161.9 
million hectares. 


Corn is used fresh (“green”) 
for human consumption, or 
may be dried and ground 
into flour or meal. Corn is 
one of the most important 
Amerindian staple crops.In 
addition to use as a human 
food, we cannot ignore 
that the seed head and 
whole plant are used as 
forage and silage, an im- 
portant source of feed for 
livestock and an increas- 
ingly 
important 
biofuel, 
both in the form of corn oil 
(used as bio-diesel) and 
ethanol (an alcohol fer- 
mented and distilled from 
the 
processed 
kernels), 
which is blended with pe- 
troleum-based gasoline in 
various proportions for use 
as fuel. 


Although grown in temper- 
ate and tropical countries 
worldwide, the U.S. alone 
produces more than one 
third of the global total of 
dried corn (316.2 metric 
tons). China, Brazil, Mexico 


and Argentina also pro- 
duce significant amounts. 
Corn production increased 
by 42% worldwide over the 
past decade in associa- 
tion with the increasing de- 
mand and prices for corn 
processed into biofuel. 
Some estimate that corn 
was first planted in Aruba 


approximately 3500 years 
ago. Merchants andfisher- 
men groups of Amerindians 
practiced a primitive way 
of agriculture by sticking 
many seeds in the ground 
on their departure and 
encounter young plants 
including stalks of corn on 
their return at the begin- 


ning of the rainy season. Or- 
ganized agriculture began 
with the arrival of the Ca- 
quetios, who most probably 
migrated north; out from 
the Orinoco and Amazon 
basin reaching the Carib- 
bean islands for keeps. The 
Caquetios where the na- 
tion who Alonso de Ojeda 


,a Spanish conquistador, 
encountered in 1499 when 
presumed first set foot on 
Aruba. The Caquetio spoke 
a language belonging to 
the great Arawakan-Loko- 
no speaking nations of the 
South West Caribbean is- 
lands across Venezuela in 
to South America. 
Corn was a vital crop for 
Aruba`s 
ancestors, 
the 
most important crop to- 
gether with a tuber known 
as yuca, beans squashes 
and peanuts. Corn was sa- 
cred for the Caquetio and 
they respected the whole 
plant as their creator and 
the mother food, it was 
venerated with the out 
most respect. Beside pol- 
len and ceramic barrens, 
ancient agro ceramic cul- 
tures of Aruba had left their 
native milling stones, called 
“coody”by Arubans. A tes- 
timony of a sedentary life 
style and the presence of 
maize. This abundance of 
food gave time to master 
many arts of ceramics ex- 
pressions and an enormous 
array of crafts and tech- 
nics. 


To indulge yourselfin an out 
of the ordinary island cul- 
tureand way of life experi- 
ence, we recommend you 
participation in our cultural 
encounter session, hosted 
by our columnist. We have 
entertained the curious of 
heart for decades. Con- 
tact 
us:etnianativa03@ 
gmail.com. q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Divi Aruba All-Inclusive! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. This lovely couple was 
honored with a certificate ac- 
knowledging their years of visits, 
loyalty, and love for the island of 
Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as 
follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors Mr. Robert & 
Mrs. Loretta Langford from New 


York, United States. 


Ms.Kimberley 
Richardson 
repre- 


senting the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity, and staff members of the Divi 
Aruba All-Inclusive bestowed the 
certificate to the honorees, pre- 
sented them with memorable gifts, 
and also thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their best-loved va- 
cation destination, as their home- 
awayfromhome. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba 
provided by the honorees were: 
Aruba’s warm and friendly people 
Aruba’s warm consistent weather 
all year round 
Aruba’s nice sandy beaches 
The Divi Resort 
Aruba’s safety 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, we would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and appreciation 
to the honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Aruban snacks and where to find them 


ORANJESTAD — Want to taste something dif- 
ferent for a change? How about some Aruban 
snacks that you can find all around the island? 
Hop in your car, and go to these locations to 
find some of the most popular and tasty snacks 
that are beloved by our locals. 


One of the staples of Aruban cuisine and snacks 
is the Pastechi. Pastechi is a Caribbean fried 
pastry that is filled with cheese, meat, chick- 
en, veggies and sometimes even fish! Or per- 
haps you might want to try a croquette, locally 
called a “kroket,” which is a crusty fried snack 
with typically a meat and dough mix filling. The 
Aruban kroket is based on its Dutch counter- 
part, the “bitterbal”. 


These two snacks are typically found in all local 
snack trucks, which can be found all over the 
island, including on the side of the main road 
that stretches from San Nicolas to the Hotel 
Area. You can also find pastechis and krokets 
at local bakeries and snack shops, like Bright 
Bakery in Piedra Plat, Huchada in Santa Cruz or 


Pastechi House in the city center. These places 
may also sell other snacks and sandwiches too, 
perfect for on-the-road lunch break. 


While you’re at it, why not accompany your 
snack with a refreshing “batido”? Batidos are 
fruit shakes, typically made with added milk for 
some creaminess. However, you can also ask 
to hold the milk. Batidos are commonly found 
in snack shops too. You may find some batido 
shops next the flee markets downtown, or if 
you’re on your way to San Nicolas, at Mauchi 
Smoothies and Juice Bar in Savaneta (located 
at the side of the main road). 


If you are looking for something a bit more fresh 
and healthy, why not try some coconuts, or 
shaved ice from local vendors? These vendors 
carry their little shop at the back of their truck, 
so they are ever-moving around the island. 
However, there are a few spots where you can 
almost always find a coconut/shaved ice ven- 
dor: 
1. Right next to the Red Anchor in San Nicolas, 


on the way to Baby Beach. 
2. Along the main road next to the airport 
field. 
3. At the California Light House. 
4. At the Alto Vista Chapel. 


These vendors may also sell other delights, like 
the beloved coconut-based dessert “cocada” 
or peanuts. All in all, in Aruba, you can always 
find some place to take a break and have a 
bite of something local, you maybe just might 
have to look for them!q 


Photo credit: wheninaruba.com 
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting 
Aruba’s name on the world stage 


Rhythms Circus Com- 
pany Aruba is a talented 
group of young people 
working daily to present 
their art in the form of ac- 
robatics, dancing, act- 
ing and singing. After an 
impactful 
participation 
in one of America’s big- 
gest talent shows, they 
are now bringing their 
amazing talent to Aruba! 


In a show full of light, 
music, and with per- 
formances 
to 
famous 
musical figures like Elvis 
Presley, Michael Jack- 
son 
and 
Tina 
Turner, 
the 
group 
consisting 
of 15 people from vari- 
ous 
countries 
delights 
the audience with their 
artistic prowess at the 
Paseo 
Herencia 
Mall, 
every Wednesday and 
Friday starting at 7pm. 
Each day has a different 
show, so you can attend 
both nights for the com- 
plete experience! 


RCCA also offers the pos- 
sibility for you and your 
family to enjoy dinner 
before the show! Starting 
from 6pm, you and your 
family can delight from 
the wide-ranged menu 
that includes a variation 
of delicious main course 
meals like Red Snapper 


Filet, Spicy Seasoned King Fish with Shrimp or Filet Mi- 
gnon with 2 sides that’s complete with a delectable 
flan dessert as a sweet treat. Enjoy your dinner and 
even more at a VIP table complete with comfort seat- 
ing! 


The group, under the leadership of directors and cre- 
ators Diego Jaramillo and Yamila Hernandez are open- 
ing the doors to the ballroom to our local audience as 
well as our visitors so that everyone can have the privi- 
lege of experiencing this wonderful show. 


Hernandez explained that the idea for this project start- 
ed in 2010 when she came to work in Aruba. After be- 
ing on the island for a while she decided to stay and 
live here, and she met Diego Jaramillo, who is currently 
her partner. Together they came with the idea to es- 
tablish a company together with other professional art- 
ists, with the goal of living from their art. 


Hernandez says that the work is hard – all of the per- 
formers are professional artists, and while the produc- 
tion of the show is not a challenge for them, selling the 
idea proved difficult since at the time, there weren’t 
any shows of its kind on the island. 


America’s Got Talent 
Currently they are offering a show with music, chore- 
ography and at the end, they have a shocking ac- 
robatics ending, one that was seen my thousands of 
people around the world when the group travelled to 
Los Angeles in the United States to represent Aruba in 


America’s Got Talent. Hernandez said that the show 
was very important for them to meet the public present 
because people could experience this performance 
live and right before their eyes. 


Their presentation in America’s Got Talent “was incred- 
ible” and they were able to meet the jury and many 
other artists staying there for three months. But the ex- 
haustion and physical toll was so great that Diego suf- 
fered an accident, and because of this, they had to 
cancel all future commitments. 


Reservations and tickets 
To make a reservation to see this incredible display of 
creativity and acrobatics, scan the QR code which will 
take you directly to their website for a booking. To find 
more information about RCCA, please visit their Insta- 
gram page @rccaruba. q 
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Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a 
change of routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” 
as the quote says at Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, 
and I am proud to say that all our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big com- 
pany, we keep it small, personal, and real. Because you are not a number, no sales 
target either and certainly your name is not commission. Our responsibility is to make 
your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are 
looking for that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a 
personal touch? One who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what 
you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the 
reason Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. 
“The personal touch is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real 
estate brokers are only in for the commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in 
for my passion, and I can only do this from the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Invest- 
ments, Property Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Mainte- 
nance, Assist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process 
and Assisting in Import of Furniture. Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max 
Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Netherlands. Max was Corporal manda- 
tory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 
He also studied financial administration in the Netherlands, and has a degree in Dutch 
insurance law. Max has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, specialized 
liability and pension law. In the past, he worked for local and international insurance 
brokers companies. 
As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban 
house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance that em- 
phasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Bud- 
dha ornaments and a homey setting form the décor 
for you to sit and talk about your dream house or in- 
vestment. “My goal was to do real estate in a different 
way when I established this company June 1st 2009. 
Not from the perspective of only selling, but to look for 
the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are 
happy and connected by that personal touch.” 


Aruba Living Today caters for both local and foreign 
market divided into 40 % local buyers and 60 % foreign 
buyers. “Our customers come from Holland, Belgium, 
Norway, Germany, UK, Russia, Latin America, United 
States and Canada. We are widely covered and thus 
provable good with different cultures, also we speak 
four languages.” Besides that, Aruba Living Today is 
open to every budget, they have listings for all cate- 
gory buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate Association, 
they are listed also on the website www.arubalisting. 
com within a group of 20 of the most advanced real- 
tors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunters, social 
media, Aruba Living Today and of course in Aruba To- 
day’s newspaper. 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now 


(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 
culture has seen many sub- 
stantial developments over 
the course of a century. 
With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 
by the breakout of the Sec- 
ond World War and the 
general incentive for politi- 
cal independence during 
the mid-century, a cultural 
identity on the island be- 
gan to take form and have 
since developed through 
international and local in- 
fluences. 


In the pre-industrial era of 
the 19th century, much 
could not be said about a 
cultural identity on the is- 
land. Still being a part of a 
Dutch colonial territory at 
the time, as well as not hav- 
ing political or economic 
autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, 
cultural 
life, 
and 
politi- 
cal management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population 
of Aruba consisted mostly 
of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out 
to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 
states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E 
Bida Cultural (Literary His- 
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 
“during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no sig- 
nificant economic activity 
that could have created 
a cultural ambience, with 
only one way to generate 
profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami- 
lies.” 
It wasn’t until the intro- 
duction of the Lago Refin- 
ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 


that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifes- 
tations and entertainment, 
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 
(country) life to work in the 
refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 
economic pilar. Before this, 
entertainment and cultural 
manifestations were mostly 
experienced by local par- 
ishes and the island’s elite, 
who often partook in cul- 
tural and entertaining ac- 
tivities around the island, 
like going to the movie the- 
ater or coming together to 
share poetry on Sundays 
after church. 


Literary life 
Throughout the 19th cen- 
tury and up until the 1940s, 
there were also not much 
trace of a cultural climate 
for the cultural-literary sec- 
tor on the island. Primary 
education was introduced 
on the island in the mid- 
19th century, followed by 
secondary and higher edu- 
cation around the late 30’s 
and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 


1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement 
in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which 
allowed more space for 
and control over the eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment of Aruba, that the 
literary life on the island be- 
gan to grow substantially 
compared to decades be- 
fore. This was in response 
to local institutions estab- 
lished in the 1940s for cul- 
tural and literary growth 
on the island, but that did 
not yet capture the atten- 


tion of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a 
boom of literary produc- 
tion on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José 
Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil- 
liam Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary 
development on the island. 
The literary movement was 
further promoted by local 
broadcasters Voz di Aruba 
and Radio Kelkboom, with 
their regular broadcast of 
literary works. 
The 50s and 60s also saw 


the influence of interna- 
tional cultures, especially 
that of the United States. 
During this time, because 
of international influences 
as well as the continued 
prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form 
and become widespread, 
as different worldly and lo- 
cal concepts were intro- 
duced in the Aruban soci- 
ety. With the establishment 
of local television broad- 
cast station Tele-Aruba in 
1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs 
such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 
Land”) started to pay more 
attention to the Aruban 
culture and worked to form 
a cultural consciousness 
within the community. The 
1960s also saw the rise of lo- 
cal authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in 
producing works in our na- 
tive tongue, Papiamento, 
but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phe- 
nomenon was in response 
to the interaction between 
economic growth, individ- 
ual prosperity, cultural life 
and literary expression. 


The 21st century 
Nowadays, international in- 
fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 
from Latin America, the 
United States and The Neth- 
erlands. Nevertheless, there 
also exists a strong cultural 
identity and traditions that 
are exclusive to the Aruban 
culture, often manifesting 
during traditional celebra- 
tions, like Dia di San Juan/ 
Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 
Dia di Himno y Bandera 
(National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Eas- 
ter and much more. With 
the surge of social media 
in the last decade, artistic 
voices, especially those of 
the younger generation, 
has become even more 
prevalent and easily ac- 
cessible to the community 
of Aruba through online 
platforms such as Face- 
book, Instagram and Tik- 
Tok. q 


Source: Historia di Literatura 
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by 
J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas 
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Pentagon's AI initiatives accelerate hard 
decisions on lethal autonomous weapons 


By Frank Bajak 
Associated Press 
NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. 
(AP) — Artificial intelligence 
employed by the U.S. mili- 
tary has piloted pint-sized 
surveillance drones in spe- 
cial operations forces’ mis- 
sions and helped Ukraine 
in its war against Russia. It 
tracks soldiers’ fitness, pre- 
dicts when Air Force planes 
need maintenance and 
helps keep tabs on rivals in 
space. Now, the Pentagon 
is intent on fielding multiple 
thousands of relatively in- 
expensive, expendable AI- 
enabled autonomous vehi- 
cles by 2026 to keep pace 
with China. The ambitious 
initiative — dubbed Repli- 
cator — seeks to “galvanize 
progress in the too-slow shift 
of U.S. military innovation to 
leverage platforms that are 
small, smart, cheap, and 
many,” Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Kathleen Hicks 
said in August. 
While its funding is uncer- 
tain and details vague, 
Replicator is expected to 
accelerate hard decisions 
on what AI tech is mature 
and trustworthy enough to 
deploy - including on wea- 
ponized systems. 
There is little dispute among 
scientists, industry experts 
and 
Pentagon 
officials 
that the U.S. will within the 
next few years have fully 
autonomous lethal weap- 
ons. And though officials 
insist humans will always be 
in control, experts say ad- 
vances in data-processing 
speed and machine-to- 
machine communications 
will 
inevitably 
relegate 
people to supervisory roles. 
That’s especially true if, as 
expected, lethal weapons 
are deployed en masse in 
drone swarms. Many coun- 
tries are working on them 
— and neither China, Rus- 


sia, Iran, India or Pakistan 
have signed a U.S.-initiated 
pledge to use military AI re- 
sponsibly. 
It’s unclear if the Pentagon 
is currently formally assess- 
ing any fully autonomous 
lethal weapons system for 
deployment, as required 
by a 2012 directive. A 
Pentagon 
spokeswoman 
would not say. 
Paradigm shifts 
Replicator 
highlights 
im- 
mense technological and 
personnel challenges for 
Pentagon 
procurement 
and development as the 
AI revolution promises to 
transform how wars are 
fought. 
"The Department of De- 
fense is struggling to adopt 
the AI developments from 
the last machine-learning 
breakthrough,” said Greg- 
ory Allen, a former top Pen- 
tagon AI official now at the 
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies think 
tank. 
The Pentagon's portfolio 
boasts more than 800 AI-re- 
lated unclassified projects, 
much still in testing. Typical- 
ly, machine-learning and 
neural networks are help- 
ing humans gain insights 


and create efficiencies. 
“The AI that we’ve got 
in the Department of De- 
fense right now is heavily 
leveraged and augments 
people,” said Missy Cum- 
mings, director of George 
Mason University’s robotics 
center and a former Navy 
fighter pilot.” “There’s no AI 
running around on its own. 
People are using it to try to 
understand the fog of war 
better.” 
Space, war's new frontier 
One domain where AI- 
assisted tools are tracking 
potential threats is space, 
the latest frontier in military 
competition. 
China envisions using AI, 
including on satellites, to 
"make decisions on who 
is and isn’t an adversary,” 
U.S. Space Force chief 
technology and innova- 
tion officer Lisa Costa, told 
an online conference this 
month. The U.S. aims to 
keep pace An operational 
prototype called Machi- 
na used by Space Force 
keeps tabs autonomously 
on more than 40,000 ob- 
jects in space, orchestrat- 
ing thousands of data col- 
lections nightly with a glob- 
al telescope network. 
Machina's algorithms mar- 
shal 
telescope 
sensors. 
Computer vision and large 
language models tell them 
what objects to track. And 
AI choreographs drawing 
instantly on astrodynamics 
and physics datasets, Col. 
Wallace 
‘Rhet’ 
Turnbull 
of Space Systems Com- 
mand told a conference in 
August.q 


The Longshot, an air-launched unmanned aircraft that General 
Atomics is developing with the Defense Advanced Research 
Project Agency for use in tandem with piloted Air Force jets, is 
displayed at the Air & Space Forces Association Air, Space & 
Cyber Conference, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023 in Oxon Hill, Md. 
(AP Photo/Alex Brandon) 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal: Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


Skyscraper-studded Dubai has flourished during 
regional crises. Could it benefit from hosting COP28? 


By Jon Gambrell 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — In a city known 
for its excesses, whether 
reaching toward the sky 
with 
the 
world’s 
tallest 
building or hard partying 
at its beach resorts and 
bars, Dubai has pulled off 
another 
record-breaking 
feat in the rolling dunes of 
its desert outskirts. 
Mohammed 
bin 
Rashid 
Al Maktoum Solar Park, 
named for the ruling sheikh 
of Dubai, stretches across 
some 122 square kilome- 
ters (47 square miles) and 
represents a pledge of bil- 
lions of dollars by this city- 
state to reach its goal of 
becoming 
carbon-neu- 
tral by 2050. It’s a solar- 
paneled gamble in a city 
where casinos have yet to 
arrive — though it always 
seems to be betting big no 
matter the risk. 
Rising rapidly from a creek- 
bound pearling village to 
a city associated with in- 
ternational glamor, Dubai 
has a long history of finding 
economic success amid 
the war-ravaged woes of 
the wider Middle East. Its 
ruling family likely views the 
upcoming United Nations 
COP28 climate talks as 
another such opportunity, 
though it carries the signifi- 
cant peril of becoming syn- 
onymous with a collapse 
in negotiations on limiting 
greenhouse emissions, or 
being overshadowed by 
the Israel-Hamas war in the 
Gaza Strip. 
There’s a risk of reputation- 
al damage to the UAE if 
they fail to make any trac- 
tion in the talks, particularly 
as they are a major oil pro- 
ducer, said Kristian Coates 
Ulrichsen, a research fellow 
at Rice University’s Baker 
Institute who has long stud- 
ied the region. 
“There is also a risk that 
media and civil society 
coverage will focus criti- 
cally on issues such as the 
UAE’s planned expansion 
of oil production capacity 
and depict the UAE as part 
of the part of the problem 
rather than the solution in 
terms of climate politics.” 
In response to questions 


from The Associated Press 
about criticism over its for- 
eign policy and other is- 
sues, the Emirati govern- 
ment insisted that “the UAE 
is deeply committed to 
human rights and building 
upon its steady progress in 
this field.” 
“As the host of COP28, the 
UAE will welcome construc- 
tive dialogue and continue 
to work with international 
partners and stakeholders 
to deliver impactful results,” 
the statement said. “Cli- 
mate change is a global 
problem that demands a 
collective effort, and this 
significant, 
momentous 
event will be a conference 
of action.” 
Given the futuristic skyline 
of downtown Dubai — and 
how it gleams at night as 
one side of the Burj Khalifa 
lights up with a massive 
770-meter (2,525-foot) LED 
display — it can be easy 
to forget that the city only 
received its first electrical 
generator in 1952. Before 
that, only candles and 
kerosene lamps lit the night 
along its eponymous Dubai 
Creek where the village first 
grew. 
In recent years, Dubai has 
started to focus on renew- 
able energy — despite 
a moment where it ap- 
peared it would launch a 
coal-fired power plant be- 
fore switching it to be fu- 
eled by natural gas as its 
hosting of COP28 loomed. 


The jewel of Dubai's clean 
energy efforts is the Mo- 
hammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Solar Park, some 
50 kilometers (30 miles) 
southeast 
of 
the 
city's 
downtown. 
There, 
solar 
panels stretch far into the 
distance, taking in the rays 
in a country that sees, on 
average, 10 hours of sun- 
light some 350 sunny days 
a year. 
By 2030, the city hopes to 
get 5 gigawatts of electric- 
ity from the plant, which 
could power some 1.3 mil- 
lion homes based on Unit- 
ed States averages. These 
days, peak demand in the 
city-state is nearly 10 giga- 
watts, according to the 
Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority, its sole utility pro- 
vider. 


Overall, the Emirates says it 
plans to be carbon neutral 
by 2050. While not specifi- 
cally outlining its plans to 
achieve the goal, projects 
like the solar park and Abu 
Dhabi's Barakah nuclear 
power plant, the first on the 
Arabian Peninsula, aim to 
make generating electric- 
ity a “green” endeavor.q 


People stand on the observation deck of the Dubai Creek Har- 
bour in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, June 18, 2023, to 
view the city skyline with the world's tallest tower, the Burj Khal- 
ifa. 
(AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili, File) 
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Marrakech kicks off film festival in the shadow of war in the Middle East 


By Sam Metz 
Associated Press 
MARRAKECH, 
Morocco 
(AP) — Film industry lead- 
ers in Marrakech attend- 
ing one of the Arab world's 
largest film festivals empha- 
sized Friday the importance 
of elevating cinema and 
artistic expression amid a 
shadow cast by Israel’s war 
with Hamas and an earth- 
quake that struck Morocco 
less than three months ago. 
"In the weeks leading up 
to the festival, we were not 
sure that we would even 
be able to be here. The 
world we share is shattered 
and devoured," said Ameri- 
can actor Jessica Chas- 
tain, serving as the presi- 
dent of the festival's jury, in 
a speech on the festival's 
opening night. 
“Throughout history, art 
has been used as an ac- 
cessible tool for communi- 
cation, raising awareness 
about social issues and af- 
fecting positive change," 
she added. 
Surrounded by red carpet 
crowds and flashing cam- 
era lights, others agreed. 
“We know what’s happen- 
ing and don’t forget it,” said 
Melita Toscan Du Plantier, 


director of the Marrakech 
International Film Festival. 
“But heart is important. 
Heart is a weapon against 
obscurity and against con- 
flict. We’re here to talk 
about heart, show movies 
and talk about directors 
from this region.” 
Organizers said they looked 
forward to showcasing cin- 
ema from Morocco, the 


Middle East and Africa. 
Throughout the week, they 
plan to honor Moroccan 
director Faouzi Bensaidi, 
and workshop films from 
throughout the region in a 
developmental 
program 
presided over by director 
Martin Scorsese. 
The festival opened Friday 
with 
Richard 
Linklater’s 
action-comedy “Hit Man.” 


Danish actor Mads Mik- 
kelsen was honored with 
a 
career 
achievement 
award for his films including 
“Another Round," “Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story” and 
“Casino Royale,” in which 
he played a Bond villain. 
The festival is expected to 
feature more than 70 addi- 
tional films, including Michel 
Franco’s “Memory,” star- 


ring Chastain, and Matteo 
Garrone’s Italian immigra- 
tion drama “Io Capitano.” 
It's one of Morocco's most 
widely publicized interna- 
tional events and comes in 
the aftermath of an earth- 
quake that wreaked par- 
ticular havoc on the moun- 
tain communities surround- 
ing Marrakech. Moroccan 
Prince 
Moulay 
Rachid, 
who leads the foundation 
responsible for the festi- 
val, called it a “bastion of 
peace that brings people 
closer together.” 
The prince said in a state- 
ment that the festival was 
an “invitation for discovery, 
empathy and sharing." 
The Marrakech Internation- 
al Film Festival, along with 
Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea 
Film Festival that is sched- 
uled to open next week, 
are taking place as protests 
sweep North Africa and 
the Middle East, including 
Morocco, over the war in 
Gaza. That’s in contrast to 
the Cairo International Film 
Festival and Tunisia’s Car- 
thage Film Festival, both of 
which were canceled due 
to the war. 
The festival is scheduled to 
run through Dec. 2.q 


U.S. actress Jessica Chastain, chair of jury for Marrakech International Film Festival, attends the 
opening ceremony, in Marrakech, Morocco, Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy) 


Daryl Hall is suing John Oates over plan to sell stake in joint 
venture. A judge has paused the sale 


By Jonathan Mattise and 
Maria Sherman 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Daryl Hall has sued his long- 
time music partner John 


Oates, arguing that his plan 
to sell off his share of a joint 
venture would violate the 
terms of a business agree- 
ment the Hall & Oates duo 
had forged. 


The move quickly prompt- 
ed a judge to temporarily 
block the sale while legal 
proceedings and a previ- 
ously initiated arbitration 
continue. 
A Nashville chancery court 
judge issued the temporary 
restraining order on Nov. 
16, writing that Oates and 
others involved in his trust 
can't move to close the 
sale of their share of Whole 
Oats Enterprises LLP to Pri- 
mary Wave IP Investment 
Management LLC until an 
arbitrator in a separately 
filed case weighs in on the 
deal, or until the judge's or- 
der expires — typically with- 
in 15 days, unless a judge 
extends the deadline. 
Chancellor Russell Perkins 
issued the order the same 
day Hall filed his lawsuit, 
which was largely brought 
forth under seal, obscur- 


ing most details. An order 
Wednesday by the judge 
allowed more filings to be 
made public, though many 
details about the pair's 
business agreement and 
the proposed sale remain 
under wraps. 
Writing in favor of sealing 
certain filings, Hall's attor- 
neys reasoned that it's a 
private dispute under an 
agreement with confiden- 
tial terms, concerning a 
confidential arbitration pro- 
cess. Although the publicly 
released version of the law- 
suit didn’t specify what’s at 
stake in the sale, Primary 
Wave has already owned 
“significant interest” in Hall 
and Oates’ song catalog 
for more than 15 years. In 
a 2021 interview with Sky 
News, Hall alluded to dis- 
appointment with the sale 
of his back catalog. 


“Oh, in the early days, it 
got sold off for me and I 
didn’t get the money,” he 
said. In the same interview, 
he advised artists to retain 
their publishing rights, say- 
ing “all you have is that.” 
The lawsuit contends that 
Hall opened an arbitration 
process on Nov. 9 against 
Oates and the other de- 
fendants in the lawsuit, 
Oates' wife, Aimee Oates, 
and Richard Flynn, in their 
roles 
as 
co-trustees 
of 
Oates' trust. Hall was seek- 
ing an order preventing 
them from selling their part 
in Whole Oats Enterprises to 
Primary Wave Music. 
According to the lawsuit, 
Oates' team intimated at 
the time that the sale could 
close within days, although 
no arbitrator had been 
picked yet to sort through 
the conflict. q 


Daryl Hall, left, and John Oates, recipients of BMI Icons awards, 
pose together before the 56th annual BMI Pop Awards in Beverly 
Hills, Calif., on May 20, 2008. 
(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File) 
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F1 champion Verstappen wins Abu Dhabi GP for 19th win of 
record-breaking season. Leclerc is second 


Associated Press 
(AP) — Max Verstappen's 
outstanding season ended 
with a comfortable victory 
at the Abu Dhabi on Sun- 
day, earning the Formula 
One champion a record- 
extending 19th victory of 
the campaign and 54th 
overall to move into third 
on the all-time list. 
Verstappen finished ahead 
of Ferrari's Charles Leclerc 
and 
Mercedes 
driver 
George Russell, and also 
collected a bonus point 
for the fastest lap. His 54th 
career win moved him 
one ahead of former Red 
Bull great Sebastian Vettel, 
with only Michael Schum- 


acher (91) and Lewis Hamil- 
ton (103) left ahead of him. 
“What an incredible year,” 
Verstappen 
said 
after 
crossing the line. 
Red Bull won 21 of 22 races 
this season, with Sergio Per- 
ez claiming two wins. 
“You’ve smashed it out 
of the park this year,” Red 
Bull team principal Chris- 
tian Horner told him on the 
radio. “We’re all incredibly 
proud of you.” 
Perez crossed the line in 
second place but dropped 
to fourth because of a 
five-second time penalty. 
Leclerc let Perez go past 
him on the final lap in the 
hope that Perez would fin- 
ish more than five seconds 
ahead of Russell, with Mer- 
cedes and Ferrari both 


fighting for second place 
in the constructors' cham- 
pionship. 
With 
Russell's 
teammate 
Hamilton 
finishing 
ninth 
for two points and Ferrari's 
Carlos Sainz Jr. out of the 
points, Mercedes clinched 
second behind Red Bull in 
the constructors' table. 
“Unfortunately it wasn’t 
enough,” Leclerc said. 
Verstappen started from 
pole position for the 12th 
time this season — more 
than twice as many as any 
other driver — with Leclerc 
alongside him and McLar- 
en's Oscar Piastri third. 
The Yas Marina track is one 
of hardest to overtake on 
and 
Verstappen 
made 
a good start, holding off 
a couple of attacks by 


Leclerc. 
Verstappen 
switched 
to 
hard tires on lap 17 of 58, 
followed by Leclerc on the 
next lap, leaving AlphaTau- 


ri's Yuki Tsunoda in the rare 
position of leading a race 
on team principal Franz 
Tost's last grand prix before 
retiring.q 


Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands spins in his 
car as he celebrates winning the Abu Dhabi Formula One Grand 
Prix race at the Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi, UAE, Sunday, 
Nov. 26, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili) 


Terry Venables, the 
former England, 
Tottenham and 
Barcelona coach, 
has died at 80 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Terry Ven- 
ables, a former England 
soccer player who led 
the national team to the 
European 
Championship 
semifinals as a charismatic 
coach and won trophies at 
club level with Barcelona 
and Tottenham, has died. 
He was 80. The death of 
Venables was announced 
on Sunday in a statement 
by his family to British me- 
dia, saying he died on Sat- 
urday after a long illness. 
The English Football Associ- 
ation and Tottenham, one 
of the clubs he coached, 
were among those send- 
ing tributes to Venables. 
Former England captain 
Gary Lineker called him 
“the best, most innovative 
coach that I had the privi- 
lege and pleasure of play- 
ing for.” q 


England's 
assistant 
coach 
Terry Venables points before 
their 
international 
friendly 
soccer match against Brazil 
at Wembley Stadium, London, 
Friday June 1, 2007. 
(AP Photo/Tom Hevezi, file) 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


